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STOP PUSHING! 
(Continued from page 337) 

ling light emanates from the interior of 
the shrine throwing a caressing soft ra- 
diance of awe-inspiring beauty. The 
eyes open and close. The hands and 
body move.” Only $10.00. . . . Did you 
read Lord Dunsany’s description of 
modern poetry—“bells of lead,” he said, 
that klunk. . Not that I agree but 
Sidney Smith once wrote, “Miss ——— 
abuses the privilege of literary women 
to be plain.” . . . There is now a club 
for “Catholics who wish to marry Cwant- 
ing introductions.” Particulars come in 
a plain sealed envelope. . . . It is esti- 
mated that 35 per cent of the dollar 
sales of all books in the U.S. are paper- 
covered. Can’t see why so many 
books and play reviewers jumped on 
T. S. Eliot's Confidential Clerk. 1 found 
it delightful. Didn’t understand a sin- 
gle hidden meaning. . . . Harcourt Brace 
should get their proofreader new glasses. 
There’s a bad mistake in Catholicism in 
America. .. . To The New Yorker from 
Donald McDonald: “The defiance of 
The New Yorker sounds more and more 
like the unconvincing whistling of a 
quivering-lipped boy on the perimeter 
of a cosmic cemetery.” 

In the April Catholic Digest, appears 


the following Cin a review of The § 

of the Mass): “I very much wor 
there is a Catholic publisher who w 
have the fortitude to: 1) assign a wy 
to do an explanation of the Sacrifice 
the Mass for the general reader ( ° 
Catholic reader especially); 2)-asg 
photographer to spend days taking p 
tures; 3) print a million copies of ¢ 
book for newsstand sales throughout t 
U.S. Perhaps a Catholic _ publig 
would be afraid of the financial risk. B 

a non-Catholic publishing house is 
afraid. . . .” Although nobody asked 

I would like to file a brief in de 

of the “cowardly” Ci.e. they are a 

of lacking fortitude) Catholic — 
ers. The answer to question one is 
as anyone familiar with Catholic pub 
lishing would know; to question twe 
the same; to question three, Mr. Conif 
reports in The Victorian that the fir 
printing was 250,000—not a million 
but in any event, only time—which 
allow the newsstands to return unsold 
copies—will tell whether the apt wor 
is fortitude or foolhardy. I must be ¢ 
genitally out-of-step, because I can't se 
the reason for this down-the-nose atti 
tude toward Catholic publishers which 
seems to be so prevalent among 
Catholic writers and readers today. .. 
Wow! The blurb-writer at the Beacon 
Press goofed. The jacket of the latest 
anti-Catholic diatribe from this distiz 
guished purveyor of anti-Catholic di 
tribes proclaims: “He left the Chure 
to find God in the slums.” The last place 
I expected to find the admission thi 
the Catholic Church was the Church 
was a Beacon Press jacket. What will 
they think of next. . . . Incidentally, 
hear one prominent Chicago department 
store is pressuring its book salesclerkst 
push this little testament. 

A good bet for editors whenever ¢ 
culation drops or original ideas are slo 
in coming is to dig up the Catho . 
Protestant controversy. Look did it 2 
recently. The first article was entitle 
“What Disturbs Protestants about Cat 
olics.” Since Look piously promised be 
sides of the question, I naively tho 
that the next article would be “Wa 
Disturbs Catholics about Protestants 
Instead there appeared an answer 
John Cogley to thirty-four critical ques 
tions. Good as these answers wert, | 
still resent editors forever placing 


Church and Catholics on the defensive 
Books ON Tata 





